The elderly, disabled and handicapped adult burned through abuse and neglect.
A retrospective review of 1152 acute burns treated at the University of Michigan Burn Center during the past 5.5 years identified 26 adult patients in whom abuse and neglect was suspected. These patients, 12 females and 14 males, had an average age of 42 years and average total body area burn (TBA) of 18 per cent. Eight of these cases were in situations in which the question of inflicted injury was raised and 18 were in situations of neglect and/or improper supervision. Seven (27 per cent) died from their injury. All of these adults were either very old, mentally impaired, and/or physically handicapped. Twenty-three were burned in health care facilities or institutions. Adult abuse in the elderly, handicapped and disabled population is similar to that found in child abuse and includes characteristic burn patterns, a story that does not fit the injury, and a delay in seeking medical care. An increased awareness of the problem is necessary for improved diagnosis and management of these patients.